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encourage continued education, growth, 
pride and the competitive spirit within the 
pet styling industry. 
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INTRODUCTION ï THE PROBLEM  

We all know it: grooming rooms are noisy places ï barking dogs, blasting dryers, clippers buzzing, and music blaring.  At 

first it can seem overwhelming, but we get used to it and usually consider the noise as ñpart of the jobò.  We shout over it, and turn 

the radio up. 

News Flash:  Hearing specialists tell us that ñgetting used to itò or ñaccommodationò is a serious indicator of hearing loss.  

Thereôs more.  Excessive noise is a stress factor that can lead to increased blood pressure, cardiovascular disease, ulcers, headaches, 

and sleep disorders.  Workplace studies have determined that noise stress can impair work performance and is related to increased 

worker accidents. Correlations have also been made between working in a noisy environment and increased annoyance and aggres-

sion. 

 

NOISE AND HEARING LOSS 

 There are three things we need to note about hearing loss: it is gradual, cumulative, and irreversible.  Here is a description 

of how hearing loss occurs: 

éNoise literally wears out the ears. Sound travels as pulsating waves of air pressure. Those waves strike the ear 

drum and their vibrations travel through the bones of the middle ear to the inner ear, or cochlea. In the cochlea, 
approximately 30,000 hair - like protrusions signal the auditory nerves to the brain. These hairs can recover from 
infrequent, brief exposures to intense noise but if they're continually subjected to it, they break down and no longer 
respond to sound. The nerve fibers connected to the hair cells also degenerate, leaving the central nervous system 
less able to adapt to sound. The damage is cumulative and irreversible, although modern hearing aids can signifi-

cantly improve hearing. (National Agé. Safety Database, Kansas State University) 

Continued on page 4 
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From the Editorõs Desk  

Website:   www.groomteamusa.com 
  E-Mail:  groomteamusa@aol.com 

There are times in life when we recognize that we are in 

the presence of greatness. 

 

I experienced one of those times when I was fortunate 

enough to be able to attend the World Grooming Cham-

pionships in Dachau, Germany. I was gifted this once in 

a lifetime trip from Aesculap.  They brought me to Ger-

many to see the company that produces the ñGerman 

Red Clipper,ò in conjunction with my work for them as 

the U.S. representative for their products.  They thoughtfully timed the trip so that I 

could be there to see the World Grooming Championships.  It was an adventure 

that I treasure! 

 

 At the show, groomers from all over the world filled the competition ring, and each 

class was a rainbow display of diverse breeds, being groomed to standards of per-

fection that was a privilege to witness.  There were dogs there that were only famil-

iar to me from my reading; I had never seen a Black Russian Terrier up close and in 

person, and I was embarrassed to realize that one dog which at first glance appeared 

to be a Portuguese Water Dog was really a breed I didnôt even know existed, a 

Lagotta Romagnolo. 

 

 Watching the skill and concentration of the stylists in the ring was incredibly inspi-

rational.  The men and women wielding scissors and brushes in that gymnasium 

were great artists.  Artists working on mediums of living, breathing canvas, creat-

ing beauty on four feet. 

 

I was in the presence of greatness that weekend; great grooming artists who sacri-

fice, as all artists do, to hone their skills for such moments as this.  The United 

States Groom team triumphed in Germany in 2009.  The women of our team were 

not alone as they accepted their trophy, however.  They were buoyed there by the 

sponsors and vendors who supported them, and the family and grooming network 

back home that helped them get there.  In the coming year, there will be opportuni-

ties for all of us to support our wonderful team, as new sponsorship opportunities 

are now available.  Anyone in our industry can now make a donation in honor of a 

loved one (human or canine!) and our support can help to create opportunities for 

the artists that represent us to keep forging new levels of creativity for us to aspire 

to.  We can be part of the greatness!  Go to page 14 to learn more.  

Continued on page 3 

GROOMERõS CALENDAR  
 GroomTeam USA Sacntioned 

             Competitons. 

NOTE:  For  more information about each show, links can be found at: www.groomteamusa.com  

Feb 12-15ééé..Groom & Kennel Expo          
                                     Pasadena, CA              

 

March 5-8ééééééé.Atlanta Pet Fair  
                                                       Atlanta, GA                         

 

April 16 -19éééééééé...Intergroom  
                                                      Somerset, NJ 
May 29-31.éééé..Carolina GroomFest      
                                     Columbia, SC                    
Aug 14-16.All American Grooming Show 
                                         Chicago, IL                                       

Aug 28-31ééééé.. US Pet Pro Classic 
                                                        Dallas,  TX  
Sep 15-17éééé....SuperZooõs Groomer 

Supershow                               Las Vegas, NV                                                                                                                                                                         
  

Sep 17-20éééééééé....GroomExpo  
                                          Hershey, PA 
 

Oct 30ñNov 1 ...NDGAA Fun in the Sun  
                                         Orlando, FL 

Nov 6-8ééééééNEPGP Fall Festival  
                                                        Warwick, RI 
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I offer my deep admiration and huge congratulations to 

Groom Team USA.  It was an honor to see you in action 

in Germany, and I can hardly wait to see what you do 

next!       Daryl  


